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CATHOLIC BIBLICAL FEDERATION 
General Secretary                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

          

Letter to the Contact Persons 
of the Member Organizations of the Catholic Biblical Federation

August 2007

Dear Friends in the Catholic Biblical Federation,

In this mid-year period, I am happy to be able once again to send you a sign of life in the form of a
circular from the General Secretariat of the CBF and I hope that it finds you all in good health and
spirits. As in past years this letter in August does not offer an extensive report on the various activities
within the CBF, special projects, new members, the trips of the General Secretary, etc. This can once
again be reserved for the end-of-the-year circular. Some of the events mentioned you will find
distributed over the course of the year and most currently in our publications such as the Bulletin Dei
Verbum and the CBF Newsletter, which we have also been sending digitally to all members since the
beginning of this year, and on the CBF Website (www.c-b-f.org).

In the present communication I would like above all to send you updated information regarding the two
great upcoming events, namely the Seventh Plenary Assembly of the CBF and the Bishops’ Synod on
the Word of God. You will also be receiving – as a kind of follow-up on the related notices in the letter
to the members of December 2006 – updated information on the “Stiftung Dei Verbum” (Foundation
Dei Verbum) as well as on the CBF-Brochure. 

1. Preparations for the Seventh Plenary Assembly of the CBF

The Significance of the Plenary Assembly

The Plenary Assemblies that take place every six years offer the opportunity to the members of our
Federation to experience themselves as part of one worldwide CBF network. One of the great riches
of the CBF consists precisely in the fact that it opens avenues of exchange that transcend national,
regional and even inter-continental borders. The pluralism that we experience in the Federation is not
only intriguing and inspiring; the mutual listening and learning from one another that takes place is
also the presupposition for the enrichment and further development of the various contextual
theologies and biblical pastoral ideas. The treatment of a global as well as a locally relevant theme
certainly inspires the work of the CBF ad intra, but can also claim to provide biblical and biblical
pastoral impulses at the level of the entire Church. Besides this the Plenary Assemblies offer the
opportunity to evaluate the work of the past years and to establish priorities for the future. And last but
not least, the Plenary Assemblies give a face to the CBF worldwide. In brief: a Plenary Assembly is an
opportunity which no member of the CBF – whether full member or associate member – can afford to
pass up! Participation is the right of every member and, as I see it, somehow also an obligation – at
least a moral one!

The upcoming Seventh Plenary Assembly will devote itself, as you know, to the theme “Word of God –
Source of Reconciliation, Justice and Peace”. With this we have given ourselves a topic, which, for
one thing, is of special relevancy for the African venue; there we find impressive examples of



2

reconciliation processes, as well as the most brutal examples of the absence of justice and peace. At
the same time the theme is a hot topic in all regions of the world and it goes to the root of things both
theologically and sociologically. After our first suggestion for a motto: “Deus caritas est”, we have now
decided on the concrete biblical motto taken from 2 Cor 5:19-20: “We are ambassadors of Christ”. The
context is that of the reconciliation which is brought about by God through Christ, the Word of
reconciliation which is entrusted to us, and the motto thus enriches the topic of the Plenary Assembly
both in terms of the theological-christological dimension of the act of reconciliation of God through
Christ and at the action level, where we are challenged to be agents of this reconciliation. The book of
Isaiah (and in particular Is 11 and 55) and Mt 5-7 will be the biblical reference texts which will
accompany the Plenary Assembly in a variety of ways.

Dear representatives of the CBF member organizations, I can only request with the fullest conviction
and with great urgency that you all take part in the upcoming Plenary Assembly and so help to insure
that the CBF will be able – in its full richness and diversity – to work on the selected theme, engage in
exchanges, make plans for the future, strengthen one another with mutual support, and make an
important contribution to the whole Church!

State of the Preparations

The preparations for the upcoming Plenary Assembly, both organizationally and with regard to its
contents, are very much on track. In two meetings in May and August of this year we were able to
settle most of the important organizational questions in concert with the Tanzanian Bishops’
Conference (TEC) and the Archdiocese of Dar es Salaam. Both the TEC and the archdiocese are
taking their role as hosts for our Plenary Assembly very seriously. The TEC, on whose property the
Plenary Assembly will take place, is placing all of its structures and experience in our service and the
Archdiocese of Dar es Salaam is providing us with support at all the on-site events such as liturgical
celebrations, media presence, questions of transportation and logistics, contacts with the local church,
etc. A criterion that played an important role in the ultimate selection of the venue has been realized
already in this preparatory process: for the local church in Tanzania our Plenary Assembly is not only
an interesting international event, but a heartfelt concern.

I am equally confident regarding the preparations relative to the contents of the Plenary Assembly. In
the framework of my stay in Tanzania last May we established the baselines of the Plenary Assembly
program and in doing so naturally kept in mind the experiences of the past, especially of the Plenary
Assembly in Lebanon, and the local conditions. Then, from August 1 to 3 the preparatory committee
appointed by the CBF Executive Committee met in Dar es Salaam. Its task was to reflect on how the
theme: “Word of God – Source of Reconciliation, Justice and Peace” would be developed during the
Plenary Assembly from the substantive and thematic point of view, to come up with suggestions on
the dynamics of the program and on resource persons and to discuss procedures for the drafting of
the Final Statement. The preparatory committee fully complied with this task assignment and the draft
program which is now available is well done. In particular, the draft program gives great importance to
the (sub)-regional experiences and reports that relate to the Plenary Assembly theme. In this respect
the dynamic will differ from that of the Lebanon agenda in that fewer lectures (with following
discussion) and notably more group work, whose results will then flow into the plenary session, are
scheduled. As a basic structure for work on the theme the established schema seeing-judging-acting
proved useful to us. Since we are now busy at work on further planning, especially with respect to
resource persons, I would like to refrain from sending you this provisional program officially. But those
who wish to satisfy their curiosity and have an early look at the program in its formative stage can go
to www.c-b-f.org/files/pa_program.htm.

On the Preparations for the Plenary Assembly by the Member Organizations of the CBF

It is unnecessary to stress that CBF Plenary Assemblies are no isolated events, but the goal and
highpoint of a preparatory process, in which all levels of the CBF and especially the individual member
organizations should be involved. Already in my letter of December 2006 I encouraged you to deal as
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extensively as possible (in your courses, publications, pastoral programs, meetings, etc.) with the
themes of reconciliation, justice and peace in your individual, concrete social contexts, and I would
now like to renew this sincere invitation. These experiences and activities were to be evaluated at the
(sub)-regional levels; this could be done for example at annual meetings, in publications, electronic
communications media, specially organized workshops, etc. A number of CBF subregions have
already been carrying out this kind of exchange and evaluation, or plan to do so in the coming months.
The results will represent an important contribution for the above-mentioned treatment of the theme
from the (sub)-regional perspective during the Plenary Assembly. The coordinators of the (sub)-
regions are doing their best to get this process off the ground. If you as member organizations should
have concrete ideas and suggestions in this regard, please do not hesitate to contact your coordinator
or even the General Secretariat.

Formalities, Travel Tips

All formalities having to do with the Plenary Assembly will be dealt with in my letter to you nearer the
end of the year (end of November). By way of advance notice I would say only this: In collaboration
with the Tanzanian Bishops’ Conference a unified visa procedure will be agreed upon with the
Tanzanian Ministry of the Interior for the participants of the Plenary Assembly, so that no individual
visas will be needed. If this should not work in a few individual cases because of regulations of the
country of origin, the necessary documents will be sent in plenty of time.

With reference to climate and health concerns I would like again to emphasize here that June/July is
the very best travel time for Tanzania. The normal temperatures average out between 25 to a
maximum of 30 degrees Celsius; the humidity is the lowest in the year; mosquitoes pose no problem
at all in Dar es Salaam at this time of the year. With this brief notice I wish to remove any possible
concerns related to climate and health; in view of the fact that the Plenary Assembly will take place in
Tanzanian “winter” any such concerns are totally unfounded. With the next circular you will then
receive detailed tips for travel and travel provisions.

Financing of the Plenary Assembly

As you already know, the General Secretariat is making every effort to cover the whole costs of the
Plenary Assembly (the carrying out, organization, food, lodging, etc.) with help of money from
donations of Catholics in Europe. There remain only the travel expenses, which must be borne by the
participants themselves and for which no funding will be available. I would therefore repeat my request
that you make the necessary financial provisions for travel.

The question of the financing of the travel costs is also a good occasion for the cultivation of solidarity
and subsidiarity, two principles on which the CBF always relies. For this reason we have encouraged
the establishment of solidarity funds at the various levels (national, subregional, regional) to which the
economically strong member organizations (which are found in all [sub]-regions) contribute so as to
facilitate participation in the Plenary Assembly by the representatives of economically weaker member
organizations. The coordination of such funds lies in the responsibility of the coordinator of your (sub)-
region. In this area, too, things are moving. Besides the establishment of (sub)-regional funds the
acceptance of bilateral “sponsorships” is also a possibility. If one or another CBF organization needs a
concrete mediation for a generous offer of financial support, please address your request to your
coordinator or to the General Secretariat.

2. Bishops’ Synod on the Word of God

The second “great event” in 2008 will be the XII Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops
on the Word of God. The CBF is taking part at various levels in its preparation. I will briefly summarize
this preparatory work for you, if I may, in the following paragraphs.
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The responses to the questions of the Lineamenta – and therewith the impulses for the Instrumentum
Laboris – can reach Rome through either of two channels, namely, through the Bishops’ Conferences
(94 of which are full members of the CBF), and also directly in the name of the CBF (again at various
levels).

With regards to the Bishops’ Conferences level, we have sent letters to all the Bishops’ Conferences
of the world and invited them also to contact (for responding to the Lineamenta), the associate
members of the CBF active in their territories (and which we named concretely in each letter) and to
make use of latters’ experiences along with their own. From a number of Conferences we have
already received positive responses. A further goal of this letter was to get current information on the
CBF through to Bishops’ Conferences (and specifically to non-members of the CBF). Finally, this also
gave us the opportunity to point out that there was a translation error in the two-fold mention of the
CBF in the English and German versions of the Lineamenta (No. 26,4 and Chap. III Question 3). 

Likewise with this present communication, dear representatives of the associate members, I would like
to extend to you a warm invitation to approach your Bishops’ Conference on your own and to help the
cause by responding to the Lineamenta. The more tangible, context-related experiences from the
world of concrete biblical pastoral work flow into the reactions of the Bishops’ Conferences to the
Lineamenta, the more solid a basis will there be for the drafting of the Instrumentum Laboris which is
so important for the Synod. In the enclosure you will find the Lineamenta in the language of this letter.

At the level of the responses to the questions by the CBF we have undertaken the following steps: All
the coordinators of the (sub)-regions have received an invitation to send a reaction in the name of the
(sub)-region to the General Secretariat by mid-September. This does not mean that every one of the
questions in the Lineamenta has to receive a response from every member of the CBF; the point is
rather to have the basis for formulating good baselines and central themes – with reference to the
Lineamenta – which are of special relevancy to each of the (sub)-regions. This can take place, for
example, by means of a survey of the members, it can be handled in the context of a meeting, be
worked out by a group on the basis of existing experiences of the (sub)-region, or be compiled by the
coordinators themselves. These (sub)-regional perspectives are then to be compiled into one
response in the name of the entire Federation, which will be formulated by a small work-group in
September. This reaction in the name of the CBF goes then to the Synod Secretariat. But it may also
– as, by the way, with the reactions of the (sub)-regions – be sent as a courtesy to the CBF full
members. In this way we will be using the network at all levels, as well as the various channels to
Rome, in an effective way.

As further measures in tandem with the Synod on the Word of God may I mention, too, our plan to
organize events on the Synod theme during the coming academic year at the various Pontifical
Universities in Rome and possibly to offer events even during the three Synod weeks themselves –
perhaps even with Synod Fathers present. Moreover, in collaboration with the vicariate of the diocese
of Rome, a program will be worked out at parish level. Our members of the Rome subregion and other
member institutions of the CBF that reside in Italy will be particularly involved in these activities.

For further clarification regarding questions on the response to the Lineamenta or the contacts
between associate members and full members in this connection I am as always most happy to be of
service!

3. Foundation

At the end of 2006 we called to life the “Dei Verbum Foundation – Foundation for the world-wide
promotion of biblical pastoral ministry”. Its goal is to set the budget of the CBF on solid footing on a
mid-term basis. I treated this issue at some length in the last circular to the member organizations. In
June of 2007 the board of trustees of the foundation met for its founding session. The foundation,
which as an ecclesiastical foundation stands under the supervision of the diocese of Rottenburg-
Stuttgart, has two chairpersons: the General Secretary of the CBF and a chairperson who is elected
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always for a five-year term. We are delighted that Cardinal Walter Kasper has affirmed his readiness
to serve as a patron, or as “Cardinal-protector” for the “Dei Verbum Foundation”. This will be helpful in
our search for financial sponsors.

In spite of this fortunate first step we cannot overlook the fact that the rockiest part of the road still lies
ahead, namely the finding of sponsors. The development of a foundation is a difficult terrain requiring
much personnel as well as financial commitment – and the General Secretariat has neither at its
command. We are anxious to see whether we will manage to break out of this vicious circle, and we
sincerely ask for your support in prayer.

4. CBF-Brochure

The new CBF-brochure entitled “God’s Word for the World” which was also introduced in the last
circular is now available in five languages (English, Spanish, French, Italian and German). A
translation into Portuguese is being planned. The feedback from all those who have seen the brochure
is very positive and so we can well recommend this new, nicely formatted briefing on the history, tasks
and structures of the CBF, with concrete examples of biblical pastoral work in various regions. In the
enclosure you will receive an edition of the brochure in the language of this letter. In some cases the
plan is to print the brochures on-site in the CBF (sub)-regions, in the remaining cases it can be
obtained through the General Secretariat. Please request copies from your coordinator if need be, or
approach the General Secretariat.

Dear friends in the Catholic Biblical Federation, the Seventh Plenary Assembly of the CBF and the XII
Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops place the Word of God in 2008 at the center of
ecclesial attention. That the central place in the life of the Church should be accorded to the Word of
God is precisely the core concern of our Federation. So the coming year will offer us immense
opportunities. Let us accept this challenge at every level and make the best of this kairos. May all of
us – as individuals and as Catholic Biblical Federation – become ever more Christ’s ambassadors and
agents of the Word of reconciliation (cf. 2 Cor 5:19, 20).

With warm greetings from the General Secretariat,

Yours,

Alexander M. Schweitzer
General Secretary

Enclosures
Lineamenta
CBF Brochure
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